
 

 A few years ago one of my nephews was 
having the summer of his dreams.  He had just fin-
ished his first year of college, spending the after-
noons lazing around the pool showing his friends he 
was the cool campus guy, working on his tan and 
flirting with the girls.  He had it made and life was 
sweet.  About 6 weeks into the summer my brother 
received his “bill” for incidentals from the country 
club.  The tab was astronomical!  He knew he had 
told his son he could get lunch or snacks but this 
went way beyond that.   When he spoke with the 
bar manager she grinned and said that indeed his 
son was having a grand ole’ time buying snacks and 
burgers for the WHOLE gang.  She questioned him 
but received the words “Oh dad’s cool with it.”  Of 
course, dad was NOT cool with it and thus ended 
the popularity contest for a son who now had a 
heap of work to do to pay back the tab.   

 My nephew was cashing in on his parents’ 
membership.  He was receiving all the benefits with 
none of the responsibility.  He was not the one who 
signed on the dotted line agreeing with the rules 
and procedures.  He didn’t sit on the board and did-
n’t volunteer his time for the good of the club fami-
ly.  He certainly wasn’t the one who paid the dues 
and bills.  But he was all about the fun and fringe 
benefits.   Wouldn’t we all like that situation? 

 So often that is how it is with many folks 
when it comes to “church membership”.   We want 
the fringe benefits without putting any effort into it.  
We want a great children and youth program with-
out volunteering our time.  We want inspiring wor-
ship without helping or even showing up.  We want 
a beautiful campus without giving to keep it up.   
And the list can go on and on. Some folks let every-
one else do the heavy lifting and just take what we 
can get out of it all.  THANKFULLY there are those 
who step up and truly live into the responsibility of 
community—those who do make our community 
possible and realize what “church” is. 

 

 

Church membership is much more than fun 
time with our peers and it involves responsibility 
well beyond enjoying the facility.  According to the 
2016 Book of Discipline of the UMC, “under the dis-
cipline of the Holy Spirit, the church exists for the 
maintenance of worship, the edification of believers, 
and the redemption of the world.”  (¶ 201)  That 
means we join together as a family of believers in 
Christ to worship, learn, fellowship and be strength-
ened in the faith IN ORDER to spread out into the 
community and world sharing the Gospel with oth-
ers.  We exist IN and FOR the world, not merely for 
ourselves and what we can “get” out of it.  

When you “joined” Dilworth UMC, you took 
vows in front of God and the congregation affirming 
all of this.  We promised “to faithfully participate in 
its ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 
our service and our witness.”  This is not a covenant 
to take lightly, to mock or put on the backs of every-
one else in the family.  This is following Christ.  This 
is Christian stewardship to its max.  Are you a good 
steward?  Many in Dilworth Church are good stew-
ards and I thank God for you.  You make serving at 
Dilworth a joy.  But my guess is that all of us, 
preachers included, have room for improvement.  
We will have an opportunity to commit to those 
baptismal vows once again this November as we 
learn about our stewardship of faith.  Yes, the 
preacher is talking about money and the giving of it, 
but I’m also talking about how all of our commit-
ments work together for the life and ministry of the 
church.   There is great excitement at Dilworth these 
days and I hope all you will join the journey as we 
move forward in faith. 

Make no mistake, this is not a country club, 
the stakes are much higher and the responsibility is 
greater --- prayers, presence, gifts, service and wit-
ness.  Oh, and yes, there are fringe benefits --- for-
giveness and faith abundant, a grace-filled life with 
Jesus Christ, a supportive community of believers 
and life eternal in the heavens.  Amen. 

 Pastor Michelle 

Our Mission: to be a sign of  Christ’s love for the world.  

Chelle’s Tales 

November/December 2019 



 

JOIN US ON THE JOURNEY THROUGH ADVENT 2019 
 

Sunday, December 1:  1st Sunday of Advent  
9:00 and 11:00—Hanging of the Greens during wor-
ship 
12:15—Fellowship Lunch and Advent Workshop in 
Langford Hall 
 
Sunday, December 8:  2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:00 and 11:00—Worship 
 
Sunday, December 15:  3rd Sunday of Advent  
9:00 and 11:00—Music Sunday at both services; Can-
tata featuring guest musicians at 11am  
 
Sunday, December 22:  4th Sunday of Advent  
9:00 and 11:00—Worship 
4:00—Blessing of the Animals (at Latta Park Pavilion) 
 
Tuesday, December 24 
4:00—Christmas Eve Family Service (Sanctuary) 
7:00—Holy Communion & Candlelight Service 
 (Sanctuary) 
 
Sunday, December 29:   
9:00 and 11:00—Worship 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Come kick off the Advent Season with fun and fellowship with 
your church family.  We’ll begin with a delicious Fellowship 
Lunch hosted by the 605 Family Council and catered by Show-
mars.  The Advent Workshop will follow lunch with lots of holi-
day offerings such as ornament making, a Christmas outreach 
project, an Advent photo booth, storytelling, caroling, guest 
appearances from the Christmas story and more. The whole 
church is invited, along with family and friends!   

 BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

 

 

Join us at Latta Park Pavilion Sunday, December 22 at 

4:00.  Invite your friends and neighbors to join us with all 

their pets for a special Christmas blessing by our Pastors.  Hot 

Chocolate, Puppies, Music, and a PHOTO BOOTH! What more 

could you want? All who attend are invited to bless the pets 

of neighbors in need by bringing dog or cat food to be donat-

ed to Loaves & Fishes.-  

TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS!  It’s hard to believe 
it’s time to start thinking about ordering poinsettias!  
You may purchase a beautiful 6” potted plant/s in 
memory or in honor of special family and friends.  
Cost of an individual plant is $8.50 (includes tax).  
Please email or call Carol 
(carol.biddy@dilworthchurch.org or 704.333.4173) to 
place your order.   

mailto:carol.biddy@dilworthchurch.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What is Spark? 

Spark is our Sunday School Pro-
gram that meets at 10:00am Sun-
day mornings for kids Age 3 (potty 
trained) to 5th grade. Spark is 
where kids learn about God 
through worship, play, creating, 
service, and pray. Sign Up Here to 
Volunteer in Spark  

Who are our 605 Families? 605 Families is open to any 
family with children, those who are involved with our chil-
dren’s ministries, and those looking to be connected in fel-
lowship with other families. 
 

605 Family Upcoming Events: 
 Sun, Nov 17th, 3-5pm:   

  Family Fun Bingo Night 
 Sun ,Dec 1st, 12pm 
       Advent Workshop and Fellowship Meal 
 Tues, Dec 24th, 4pm 
       Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

For more information about any of these events 
please contact our  

Director of Children’s Ministries and Media,  
Ashton Sherrin 

@ashton.sherrin@dilworthchurch.org. 

 
What is 45.1? 
45.1 is our monthly fellow-
ship gathering for 4th and 
5th graders. Children partici-
pate in fun faith activities to 
grow closer together and to 
God. This is a time for kids to 
learn how they fit into our 
church family. 
 

45.1 Upcoming Events: 
 Sun, Nov 10, 5:30pm-7:00pm:  Chopped Challenge: 

Thanksgiving Edition 
 Sun, Dec 8, 5:00 pm- 7:00 pm:  45.1 Christmas Party 

       Sign Up to Volunteer with 45.1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is Mom’s Night Out?   
Mom’s Night Out is a group for Moms and their friends 
of all ages to connect and grow together.  

 
Next Mom’s Night Out Event:  
 Thurs, Dec 5:  Angel Tree Shopping 

 

What is Mommy Meets? 
Mommy Meets is a Brunch Bible 
Study for Moms of all ages. We 
will reflect on topics like self 
care, Christian parenting, and 
mom mentoring. Drop in any-
time for devotion, fellowship, 
and fun. Every Monday 10:00 
am @ Sunflour Baking Compa-
ny.  

Save the date!  The Family Retreat is back and coming 
your way Dilworth Family! This retreat is open to fami-
lies with children birth to high school age. For more info 
contact ashton.sherrin@dilworthchurch.org or 
cade.barefoot@dilworthchurch.org or Sign Up Here. 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549afa62ea7ff2-fall
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549afa62ea7ff2-fall
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549afa62ea7ff2-4511
mailto:ashton.sherrin@dilworthchurch.org
mailto:cade.barefoot@dilworthchurch.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0549AFA62EA7FF2-family


 

OUTREACH AT THE HOLIDAYS: BEING IN RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR COMMUNITY! 

As temperatures begin to turn colder, it means plan-
ning for Room in the Inn is underway!  You can help to 
give 12 homeless neighbors a warm, safe place to 
sleep and 2 hot meals by volunteering for this im-
portant Outreach ministry.  This is one of the most 
rewarding outreach activities Dilworth Church offers – 
you don’t want to miss out on the experience!   

We are changing how we coordinate volunteers this 
season.   

There will be a sign up station before / after both ser-
vices on November 9th.  You can sign up as an individ-
ual volunteer at the station or Host Leader at the sta-
tion! 

After November 9th, you can only sign up online at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/RITI_DUMC or by 
calling Carol Biddy at 704.333.4173. 

Rather than signing up each different volunteer role, 
we are only asking for a Host Leader for each RITI 
night.  The Host Leader will be responsible for staffing 
all the volunteers needed.  We encourage groups to 
sign up (examples:  Men’s Group, Young Adults, SPRC, 
Circles, Disciple 1 Class, Sunday School Class).  The 
RITI leaders (Ginger Henderson and Scott Kendall) will 
maintain a list of individual volunteers if a Host Leader 
is short a few people. 

By using this enhanced version of sign up genius we 
are elevating our communication for the purpose of 
strengthening our coordination.  With a more user 
friendly sign up, Outreach opportunities become 
more accessible to volunteers, thus amplifying our 
church's ability to show Christ's compassion to our 
neighbors and our world. 

 

OUR HABITAT HOUSE IS  
NEARING COMPLETION 

Thanks to the many volunteers who have given of 
their time and talents the dream of homeownership is 
soon to be a reality for our Habitat Family, Eboni Mar-
shall and her 3 children.  Building continues each Sat-
urday through November 16 so come lend a hand as 
we put the finishing touches on our 21st Habitat 
House.  Way to go Dilworth Church!  This holiday sea-
son will be like none other for this family thanks to our 
being ‘signs of Christ’s love for the world.’ Details of 
the house dedication will be announced in upcoming 
bulletins and This Week at Dilworth.   

MEN’S SHELTER 
IN DECEMBER 

Our day to volunteer at the 

Men’s Shelter in December is 

December 23rd.  With so 

many of us traveling for the 

holidays we wanted to put the word out early to secure 

enough volunteers to cover our shift.  We need at least 4 

people to arrive at 5pm at the Shelter and help prepare and 

serve dinner to our hungry neighbors. The dinner will wrap 

around 6:45pm. It takes absolutely no experience, just a will-

ingness to help.  Please let Greg Owens know if you can lend 

a hand. His contact info is:  

greg.owens@applieddatatech.com; Cell 

704.5724.2827. Please help us spread God’s love and bless-

ings to our neighbors during the holidays!! 

Kicking off Another Season of Room in the Inn 

12/07/2019 01/11/2020 02/08/2020 03/07/2020 

12/14/2019 01/18/2020 02/22/2020  

12/21/2019 01/25/2020 02/29/2020  

2019-2020 RITI DATES: 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.signupgenius.com_go_RITI-5FDUMC&d=DwMFaQ&c=SFszdw3oxIkTvaP4xmzq_apLU3uL-3SxdAPNkldf__Q&r=nl3ZRrzg9kP1nNlnHQTZcHzmB49sdPdGp-llbM_34XI&m=aqdu5bCDeJYcjeyOANbOd9OTLtWUftJnlPfeh9AotFo&s=wTF3Lufaq1xDGycOHkg87


 

 

December/January 

 

  

Music Liaison—Cynthia Prince 

Save the Dates 

Friendsgiving (Parents, Youth and Families invited for a Potluck din-
ner and time together.) 

November 

December 1:  Chrismon Making with Circle 9 

Dec 15: The Real Dil Christmas Party Jan 3-5:  Youth Ski Retreat 

 

Meet Cynthia Prince - The Real Dil "Youth & Music Liaison" and self 
declared "Grandma" is ready to use her experience as a  Middle 
School Chorus Teacher, her love for teens & Christ to help others 
make a "Joyful Noise". Cynthia's mission is to "empower singers to 
use their voice to God's Glory". That could look like one time solos, 
duets, ensembles, joining the church choir regularly or for Christmas, 
sharing in worship, or showing off at our talent show, or small voice 
lessons. Cynthia loves ALL genres of music . The sky is the limit. We 
hope teens 6th-12th grade will use Cynthia as a connecting point to 
Music at DUMC. Contact her at  clprince001@gmail.com to start 
dreaming and remember  "All God's people got a place in the choir!"   

—June 13-20:  Salkehatchie Mission Trip (High School)— 
—July 12-16:  Vacation Bible School— 

—July 23-29:  Wilderness Trail Backpacking Retreat— 
—August 3-6:  Action Service Adventure— 

mailto:clprince001@gmail.com


Feb 19 Mar 19 

Nov/Dec Service  Socials 

Dec. 14: Annual Christmas Pajama & Supper Club 

Nov 9 - Service Day at Crisis Assistance Ministry 
Join a fun group of Young Adults to help sort clothing donations from 

9am- 11am at Crisis Assistance Ministry. 

New Banter & Brew Series:  Miracles 

Men's Group Meeting  
The men of the church will hold their quarterly 
meeting during the 10am hour on Sunday, De-
cember 8th.  Without adult Sunday schools 
meeting that day, all men are encouraged to 
attend to learn more about opportunities for in-
volvement through the rest of the winter.  Men of 
all ages are invited and we hope that this group 
will be truly inter-generational.  Breakfast will be 
served in the Board Room so fix a plate and head 
up to Langford Hall to eat and meet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AMen's group has finished their study on the book 
of James and will begin to delve into the book of Ruth 
at our next meeting on Nov. 5th at the Mayobird.  This 
would be a great time for any interested men to join 
our study.  Men are invited to read the first chapter of 
Ruth in preparation for our discussion, but are always 
welcome to attend even if they haven't gotten the 
chance to read the material.  You’ll find us each Tues-
day from 7-9am (come when you can and stay as long 
as your schedule permits) at the Mayobird enjoying 
breakfast, coffee, devotion and fellowship before the 
workday begins.  

Reconciling Ministries Network Meeting 
On Tuesday, Nov. 19 from 6-9pm Dilworth will be 
hosting a RMN meeting for the central area of the 
Metro district.  The meeting will consist of presen-
tations from two speakers as well as interaction-
based training focused on building communi-
ty.  Those who are interested in inclusion and jus-
tice within the church are encouraged to come 
and bring a covered dish for our potluck dinner  

Church Office Holiday Closings 
Christmas:  December 24, 25, 26 and New Years:  January 1 



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN GET US READY FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS! 

CASSEROLE SALE: We’re cooking up delicious casse-
roles again, just in time for your Thanksgiving 
feast.  Casserole selections include Broccoli Casserole, 
Corn Soufflé and Sweet Potato Casserole for $12 each 
or order any combination of 3 for $30.  You may order 
online (refer to the Dilworth Weekly email which has 
all the information you need) and are due by Novem-
ber 13th.  Casseroles can be picked up November 
24th at the annual Bake Sale (between 8:30am-
 12:30pm. Payment is due upon pickup (cash or 
check).  All proceeds benefit local missions for women 
and children.  
 

OUR ANNUAL “HOMEMADE FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
BAKE SALE” is coming your way on November 24th.  It 
will feature a delicious array of scrumptious pies, 
cakes, breads and more so buy some homemade de-
light to serve to your Thanksgiving guests or freeze for 
Christmas.  All proceeds go to support UMW Mis-
sions. 
 

THE ANNUAL PECAN SALE IS BACK! Order a 16oz bag 
of fresh extra- large pecan halves for $14 per bag.  All 
proceeds will benefit The Bethlehem Center. You may 
order online (refer to the Dilworth Weekly email 
which has all the information you need) and they will 
also be available for purchase and pick up 
on November 17th and November 24th (while sup-
plies last). Contact Betsy Scott 
at bbwscott3@yahoo.com with questions.  Thank you 
for your support! 

DILWORTH WEEKDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Happy Fall from Dilworth Weekday School!  If the falling 
leaves have left your car a mess, DWS is selling Autobell 
gift cards for $20, which can be used for any level of car 
wash offered by Autobell at any location in NC, SC, GA, 
VA & MD.  There are 80 locations in all!  The cards never 
expire. 
It is not too soon to think about registration for the 2020
-21 school year.  Spaces will be available for all ages for 
children aged 1-5 by August 31st.  Tours are given on 
Thursdays at 11:00 by appointment; contact Mary Beth 
Allred at 704.333.4173 x191 to schedule. 

Be our guest for this fun production. Mark your cal-
endars for May 14, 15, & 16th. Look out for audi-
tions in January/February. Interested in supporting 
this outreach? We need set builders, costume sew-
ers, ushers, stage hands, audience members, you 
name it! Don't miss out on being a part of this won-
derful community. Contact Sallie Anna Barton to 
find out how you can be involved 
(sallieanna.barton@dilworthchurch.org). 

Our wish to you and yours for a 

blessed Christmas and  

a happy and prosperous  

New Year! 

Pastor Michelle, Pastor Cade  

& the Church Staff: 

 
 

mailto:bbwscott3@yahoo.com

